
 
 

What is an EBV?  
An EBV (Estimated Breeding Value) is an estimation of the genetic value of an animal. It indicates 
its value as a parent. EBVs are effective selection tools. Individuals with the best EBVs for a given 
trait have the highest probability of producing superior progeny for that trait. Since only half of an 
animal's genes are passed on to progeny, the expected contribution from a parent to its progeny is one 
half of its EBV.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

How are EBVs expressed? 
EBVs are expressed in the same units that the trait is measured in. For example, EBVs for milk pro-
duction per lactation are expressed in kilograms. It is important to be aware that EBVs are expressed 
in relative terms and are not absolute. EBVs indicate how much better (or worse) the progeny of one 
animal is expected to be compared to progeny of another animal when raised under the same condi-
tions. EBVs are adjusted to a base which reflects the current population for each breed. The current 
base includes all probed goats born in the last five years. EBVs for all animals are expressed against 
this base group. For example, an Alpine doe with EBVs of +50 kg milk, 1 kg Protein and 1kg Fat is 
estimated to produce genetically 50kg more milk, 1 kg more protein and 1 kg more fat than the average 
Alpine goat born in the last 5 years.  
 
Which traits are evaluated under the Canadian Dairy Goat Improvement Program ? 
In total 11 traits are evaluated under the Canadian Dairy Goat Improvement Program. This includes 
3 milk production traits and 8 type traits. The table on the next page lists the specific traits evaluated 
in the program. 

ESTIMATED BREEDING VALUES 
Your Online Resource for Canadian Goat Genetic Improvement 

GoatGenetics.Ca 
Central Experimental Farm, Building 75 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0C6 
Tel: (613) 233-8872      Email: info@goatgenetics.ca 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A goat’s selection indexes are shown in the table below. The subsequent diagram indicates how 
the goat’s selection indexes are comparable to other goats of the same breed.  

For more information on the Canadian Dairy Goat Improvement Program, EBVs and traits 
included in genetic evaluations, do not hesitate to contact  us at info@GoatGenetics.Ca.  
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