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ESTIMATED BREEDING VALUES

What isan [ BV’?
An EB\/ (I"_stimated Breeding Va]ue) is an estimation of the genetic value of an animal. ]t indicates
its value as a parent. E_B\/s are effective selection tools. ]ndividua]s with the best EB\/S fora given

trait have the lﬁiglﬂcs‘c Probabilitg of Producing suPcrior progeny for that trait. Since onlg half of an

animal's genes are Passed onto progeny, the exPected contribution from a Parent to its progeny is one

half of its EB\/

How are F BVs cxprcssecl?
EB\/S are exPressed in the same units that the trait is measured in. For examPle, EB\/S for milk pro-

duction per lactation are exPressecl in icilograms‘ lt is imPortant to be aware that E_B\/s are exPressed
in relative terms and are not absolute. [T BVs indicate how much better (or worse) the progeny of one
animal is expcctecl to be comPared to progeny of another animal when raised under the same condi-
tions. E_B\/s are acﬁusted to a base which reflects the current Popu]ation for each breed. The current
base includes all Probcd goats born in the last five years. FF BVs for all animals are cxprcsscd against
this base group. For examplc, an Aipine doe with EB\/S of +50 kg mi”<, i kg Frotein and lkg Fatis
estimated to Procluce genetica”g 501<g more mi”<, i kg more Protein and i kg more fat than the average
Alpinc goat born in the last 5 years.

Which traits are evaluated under the (Canadian Dairy (Goat ]mprovemcnt Frogram ?

]n total 11 traits are evaluated under the Canac{ian Dairg (Goat lmProvement Frogram. This includes
3 milk Production traits and 8 type traits. | he table on the next page lists the spechcic traits evaluated
in the program.
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EBY code LInits

Production i EBY for milk protein production in kg per lactation 0

Prot Ko EBY for protein vield, in kg per lactation ]

Fat K EBY for hutter fat vield, given in Kg per lactation ]

Twvpe SR Faoints Structure and Rump 5

SL Faints Suspensory Ligament A

FLU Foints Fear Uddaer A

Fl Foints Fore Udder A

O Faints Dairy Character A

TE Foints Teat ]

BC Fuoints Body Capacity L]

FL Faints Feetand Legs ]
Indexes FIrD¥ Foints Froduction Index based on milk production EBYs 100
TIMDE Faints Type Index based on type EBYs 100
GO Faints Comhined Index based on production (60%) and type 100

(40%) indexes

Agoat’s selection indexes are shown in the table below. Thc subsequcnt diagram indicates how

tlne goat’s selection indexes are comParable to otlﬁergoats of the same breed.

Trait Index/EBV Unit Date
Combined Index 145 pts Aug-08-2008
Production Index 162 pts Aug-08-2008
Type Index 92 pts Aug-08-2008
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For more information on the Canaclian Dairg (oat ]mProvemcnt Frogram, EB\/s and traits

included in genetic evaluations, do not hesitate to contact us at info@(Goat(Genetics.(_a.
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